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The Guidelines for Excellence point out six key characteristics of quality environmental
education materials. A series of guidelines are listed for each of these characteristics.
Finally, each guideline is accompanied by several indicators that help gauge whether the materi-
als being evaluated or developed follow the guidelines. The Guidelines For Excellence can
be ordered from the NAAEE Publications and Membership Office in Troy, Ohio.

  Summarv of the Guidelines  

#1 Fairness and accuracy: EE materials should be fair and accurate in describing environmental
conditions, problems, and issues, and in reflecting the diversity of perspectives on them.
1 I Factual accuracy
1.2 Balanced presentation of differing viewpoints and theories
1.3 Openness to inquiry
1.4 Reflection of diversity

#2 Depth: EE materials should foster an understanding and appreciation of environmental
concepts, conditions, and issues, as appropriate for different developmental levels.

2.1  Focus on concepts
2.2 Concepts in context
2.3 Attention to different scales

#3 Emphasis on skills building: EE materials should build lifelong skills that enable learners
to address environmental issues.

3.1 Critical and creative thinking
3.2 Applying skills to issues
3.3 Action skills

#4 Action orientation: EE materials should promote civic responsibility, encouraging
learners to use their knowledge, personal skills, and assessments of environmental
issues as a basis for action.

4.1 Sense of personal stake and responsibility
4.2 Self-efficacy

#5 Instructional soundness: EE materials should rely on instructional techniques that
create an effective learning environment.

5.1 Learner-centered instruction
5.2 Different ways of learning
5.3 Connection to learners’ everyday lives
5.4 Expanded learning environment
5.5 Interdisciplinary
5.6 Goals and objectives
5.7 Appropriateness for specific learning settings
5.8 Assessment

#6 Usability: EE materials should be well designed and easy to use.
6.1 Clarity and logic
6.2 Easy to use
6.3 Long lived
6.4 Adaptable
6.5 Accompanied by instruction and support
6.6 Make substantiated claims
6.7 Fit with state or local requirements
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 About This Collection  

The first section of this resource guide highlights approximately 50 environmental education
curriculum materials. Entries are listed in alphabetical order. Each entry contains a summary of
the curriculum (In a Nutshell), information about grade levels, subject areas, author, publisher,
and price. What the Reviewers Said! lists comments specific to the six key characteristics, and a
sampling of quotations from reviewers’ evaluations are included in The Bottom Line. The sec-
ond section contains an annotated listing of support materials. Following this is a matrix
cross-listing all of the materials and various characteristics (e.g., grade level(s), topics covered,
subjects). Finally, we have included a short Feedback Form. Since we plan to produce future
volumes in this series, we would appreciate your input.

Curriculum

I Quotes  f rom the  reviewers .

4



How Can
Biodiversity

Be Preserved?

Developed by: Jane Boston &
Stephen Commins

Stanford Program on
International and

Cross-Cultural Education
(SPICE) Institute for
International Studies

Littlefield Center, Room 14C
300 Lausen Street

Stanford, CA 94305-5013

phone: (800)  578-I 114
fax: (650) 723-6784

e-mail:
spice.sales@forsythe.stanford.edu

website:
http://www-iis.stanford.edu

Cost:  $39.95 + s&h

SUBJECT
Economics

Science
Social Studies

‘) IN A NUTSHELL
This book contains a series of activities designed to
teach students about important issues in biological
preservation, as well as challenges and questions
faced by policy makers. There are six principal activi-
ties in the collection dealing with species preservation,
regenerative or sustainable use, the establishment of
biosphere reserves, eco-tourism, public/private part-
nerships, and organizational
structure behind policy decisions.
For each activity, background
information, an outline, extension
questions, and handout masters are
provided. Supportive materials
include maps, charts, text, and
lists of additional resources.

Grade Level
6-10

120 pages

Date P ublished
1996

Supplementing the main activities are two orienting
activities on the concept of biodiversity and a closing
activity that involves developing a local action plan.
The text of the Convention on Biological Diversity is
included in the appendix. The package includes two
extra sets of activity cards.

“Fosters an understanding of how issues can be
investigated and plans developed.”
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Depth

Emphasis on
Skills Building

Action
Orientation

Instructional
Soundness

Usability

Includes both local and global
concerns. Links concepts to
real-life situations.

Employs fact-finding, data
analysis, and decision-making
skills.

Demonstrates impact individu-
als can have.

Involves cooperative group
work and other teaming
modes. Clearly states goals
and objectives.

Student materials are easy to
reproduce. Binder format
allows for addition of updated
information or additional
activities.

Little mention of the opinions
of native people cited in case
studies.

Student resource cards provide
only minimal information.

Only the final activity takes
students out of the class-
room.

“I wish there was more contact with the real world-1 would do some of that
at the onset, as an introduction.”

“Enough of a variety of materials to make the whole worthwhile.”
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